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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This action is responsive to communications: Amendment, filed 10/05/2006; 
Request for Continued Examination, filed 10/05/2006. 

2. Claims 16-20, 22, 24-28, and 30-37 are pending. Claims 16 and 24 are 
independent claims. 

3. Independent claims 16 and 24 have been amended to overcome the claim 
rejections under 35 U.S.C. 101, therefore the rejections of claims 16-19, 22, 24, 25, 27, 
28, and 30-35 under 35 U.S.C. 101 are withdrawn. 

Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

4. A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this 
application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action 
has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on 
10/05/2006 has been entered. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

5. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 
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6. Claims 24, 26-28, 31, and 36 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by "Sams Teach Yourself Adobe® Photoshop® 7 in 24 Hours" 
(hereinafter "Photoshop"), Rose, Published April 2002 by Sams, printed from 
Safari Books Online, http://proquestsafaribooksonline.com/0672323885, p. 1-3. 

Regarding independent claim 24, Photoshop teaches a method for generating 
a photo album page, comprising opening a photo album page on a computer screen 
and assigning a background to said photo album page (p. 1, par. 2, "New in 7"). 
Photoshop teaches selecting a layout configuration for said photo album page, said 
layout configuration defining a number of photos to be included on said photo album 
page, aspect ratios of said photos, and positioning of said photos on said photo album 
page, wherein said selecting is based on a graphical user interface that enables user 
navigation of a hierarchical organization of a library of layout configurations based on a 
number of photos specified by a user for said photo album page (p. 1-3; p. 2, par. 1-7), 
since Photoshop teaches defining a number of photos by folder to be included in a web 
photo gallery, setting size, i.e., aspect rations of the photos, and positioning based on 
the hierarchical library of layout configurations. 

Photoshop teaches that the user specified number of photos is used to generate 
a graphical listing of thumbnail images representing a subset of said library of layout 
configurations, said subset of said library of layout configurations supporting only those 
layout configurations having said user specified number of photos (p. 1, Fig. 24.10). 
Photoshop teaches placing a plurality of photos on said photo album page at locations 
defined by said selected layout configuration (p. 1-3; Fig. 24.12). 
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Regarding dependent claims 26-28, Photoshop teaches selecting a 
background from a library of backgrounds that are represented by thumbnail images, 
assigning a background image to the photo album page, and assigning a solid color 
background to the page (p. 1, Fig. 24.10; p. 2, par. 1-7). 

Regarding dependent claim 31, Photoshop teaches defining sizes and 
positions of text entries (p. 2, par. 4, 6, Fig. 24.1 1). 

Regarding dependent claim 36, Photoshop teaches defining size and 
orientation for the photos (p. 1, par. 2, "New in 7"; p. 2, par. 1-7) since Photoshop 
provides automatic layouts for photos displayed at defined sizes and orientations. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

1. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

8. Claim 16 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 

Greidinger et al. (hereinafter "Greidinger"), U.S. Patent No. 6,449,761 B1, issued 

September 2002. 

Regarding independent claim 16, Greidinger teaches a method for editing a 
graphical image page amongst a collection of a plurality of graphical image pages, 
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comprising displaying, in a first window on a computer screen, a first graphical image 
page from among the plurality of graphical image pages, wherein said first graphical 
image page in said first window includes a group of images (col. 6, 1. 2-col. 7, 1. 32; figs. 
3, 4), since Greidinger teaches an electronic computer aided design system with 
automated operation of a plurality of design tools to produce multiple design solutions to 
an initial circuit layout (col. 3, 1. 13-20). 

Greidinger teaches upon receipt of a user command, automatically producing a 
second graphical image page based on said first graphical image page and displaying, 
in a second window next to said first window on said computer screen, said second 
graphical image page for side by side comparison of said first graphical image page and 
said second graphical image page, said second graphical image page in said second 
window also including said group of images, each of said first and second graphical 
image pages capable of being independently modified by said user through 
manipulation of graphical elements in said first or second window on said computer 
screen, since Greidinger teaches a first and second graphical image page to display 
solutions to an initial circuit layout for side by side comparison, and capable of being 
independently modified with graphical user interfaces for setting shape and size 
constraints (col. 6, 1. 2-col. 7, I. 32; figs. 3, 4; col. 7, 1. 16-col. 8, I. 65). 

Greidinger teaches that the automatic producing and displaying of graphical 
image pages occurs without direct user invention by said user beyond provision of the 
user command, since Greidinger teaches that the user sets constraints using the GUI, 
and then the solution pages are produced and displayed automatically without direct 
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user intervention (col. 7, 1. 16-col. 9, 1. 10). Greidinger teaches receiving the first user 
input in one of said first or second window on said computer screen that modifies 
part of either said first or second graphical image page, wherein said modification 
enables said user to contrast said first and second graphical image pages, since 
Greidinger teaches that the user sets constraints using the GUI, and then the solution 
pages are produced and displayed without direct user intervention (col. 7, 1. 16-col. 9, 1. 
10; figs. 3, 4). Greidinger teaches the generation of more than one solution pages 
which may be displayed simultaneously and independently modified (col. 6, 1. 2-col. 7, 1. 
32; figs. 3, 4; col. 7, I. 16-col. 8, I. 65). 

While Greidinger does not explicitly teach receiving second user input that 
selects one of said first and second graphical image pages for inclusion in said 
plurality of graphical image pages, the "select" operation was well known in the art at 
the time of the invention, as was the "save" operation, since both "select" and "save" 
were operations used for file management in computer systems at the time of the 
invention. Therefore it would have been both obvious and desirable to one of ordinary 
skill in the art at the time of the invention to modify Greidinger to add "select" and "save" 
operations in order to efficiently manage the different layout files generated by the 
electronic computer aided design system. 

9. Claims 17-20 and 22 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Greidinger et al. (hereinafter "Greidinger"), U.S. Patent No. 
6,449,761 B1, issued September 2002, in view of Angiulo et al. (hereinafter 
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"Angiulo"), U.S. Patent No. 6,964,025 B2, published September 2002, issued 
November 2005. 

Regarding dependent claims 17-20, while Greidinger does not explicitly specify 
that the graphical image pages are photo album or word processor pages with 
backgrounds, Angiulo teaches selecting a layout configuration for a web photo gallery 
page from a hierarchical library of templates including placeholders for photo images 
(col. 13, 1. 8-col. 14, 1. 4). Angiulo teaches that the disclosed methods of layout 
configuration were part of the Frontpage 2002 software, which was an editing tool for 
web pages and included word processing functions (col. 9, 1. 3-35). Frontpage 2002 
allowed the selection of background pattern. Angiulo teaches that the web photo gallery 
includes text captions. Angiulo teaches dragging and dropping and copying and pasting 
photos to a web photo gallery (col. 3, 1. 25-55), thus changing an aspect of layout of the 
web photo gallery page. 

Both Greidinger and Angiulo are directed toward software to automate design 
layout. It would have been obvious and desirable to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time of the invention to apply the web photo gallery generation method of Angiulo 
having drag and drop and advanced editing functionality, with the electronic computer 
aided design system with automated operation of a plurality of design tools to produce 
multiple design solutions to an initial circuit layout, i.e., page layout of images, since 
many computer aided design (CAD) systems at the time of the invention included 
advanced editing functionality, so that the user would have the benefit of the additional 
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flexibility of editing and modifying the page layout after it had been generated (Angiulo, 
col. 20, I. 4-36). 

Regarding dependent claim 22, while Greidinger does not explicitly teach 
deleting the page, Angiulo teaches deleting a graphical image page (col. 20, 1. 36-46). 

Both Greidinger and Angiulo are directed toward software to automate design 
layout It would have been obvious and desirable to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time of the invention to apply the web photo gallery generation method of Angiulo 
having drag and drop and advanced editing functionality, with the electronic computer 
aided design system with automated operation of a plurality of design tools to produce 
multiple design solutions to an initial circuit layout, i.e., page layout of images, since 
many computer aided design (CAD) systems at the time of the invention included 
advanced editing functionality, so that the user would have the benefit of the additional 
flexibility of editing and modifying the page layout after it had been generated (Angiulo, 
col. 20, 1. 4-36). 

10. Claims 25, 30, 32-35, and 37 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Photoshop as applied to claims 24, 26-28, 31, and 36 above, 
and further in view of Angiulo et al. (hereinafter "Angiulo"), U.S. Patent No. 
6,964,025 B2, published September 2002, issued November 2005. 

Regarding dependent claim 25, while Photoshop does not explicitly teach 
opening a blank page, Angiulo teaches opening a blank page for a web photo gallery if 
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no images are present in the images list (col. 9, 1. 60-67). Both Photoshop and Angiulo 
are directed toward software for creating web photo galleries. It would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to combine the web 
photo gallery generation method of Angiulo having drag and drop and advanced editing 
functionality, with the automated method for generating a photo album page taught by 
Photoshop, in order to provide the additional flexibility of editing and modifying the photo 
gallery after it had been generated (col. 20, 1. 4-36). 

Regarding dependent claim 30, while Photoshop does not explicitly teach 
placeholders, Angiulo teaches selecting a layout configuration from a hierarchical library 
of templates including placeholders for photo images (col. 13, 1. 8-col. 14, 1. 4). Both 
Photoshop and Angiulo are directed toward software for creating web photo galleries. It 
would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to 
combine the web photo gallery generation method of Angiulo having drag and drop and 
advanced editing functionality, with the automated method for generating a photo album 
page taught by Photoshop, in order to provide the additional flexibility of editing and 
modifying the photo gallery after it had been generated (col. 20, 1. 4-36). 

Regarding dependent claim 32 and 33, while Photoshop does not explicitly 
teach the claimed edit functions, Angiulo teaches dragging and dropping and copying 
and pasting photos to a web photo gallery (col. 3, 1. 25-55). Both Photoshop and Angiulo 
are directed toward software for creating web photo galleries. It would have been 
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obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to combine the web 
photo gallery generation method of Angiulo having drag and drop and advanced editing 
functionality, with the automated method for generating a photo album page taught by 
Photoshop, in order to provide the additional flexibility of editing and modifying the photo 
gallery after it had been generated (col. 20, 1. 4-36). 

Regarding dependent claim 34, while Photoshop does not explicitly teach 
placeholders, Angiulo teaches selecting a layout configuration from a hierarchical library 
of templates including placeholders for photo images (col. 13, 1. 8-col. 14, 1. 4; col. 14, 1. 
60-col. 15, 1. 10) and selecting a group of images from an image list and automatically 
associating the group of images with the template placeholder locations and formats. 
Both Photoshop and Angiulo are directed toward software for creating web photo 
galleries. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to combine the web photo gallery generation method of Angiulo having drag 
and drop and advanced editing functionality, with the automated method for generating 
a photo album page taught by Photoshop, in order to provide the additional flexibility of 
editing and modifying the photo gallery after it had been generated (col. 20, 1. 4-36). 

Regarding dependent claim 35, while Photoshop does not explicitly teach 
adjusting dimensions of a frame border and a photo relative to each other, Angiulo 
teaches automatically adjusting dimensions of a frame border and a photo relative to 
each other (Fig. 9). Both Photoshop and Angiulo are directed toward software for 
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creating web photo galleries. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the 
art at the time of the invention to combine the web photo gallery generation method of 
Angiulo having drag and drop and advanced editing functionality, with the automated 
method for generating a photo album page taught by Photoshop, in order to provide the 
additional flexibility of editing and modifying the photo gallery after it had been 
generated (col. 20, 1. 4-36). 

Regarding dependent claim 37, while Photoshop does not explicitly teach that 
the hierarchical organization of the library of layout configurations is also based on an 
aspect ratio of photos, Angiulo teaches that the hierarchical organization of the library of 
layout configurations is also based on an aspect ratio of photos (col. 17, 1. 16-40). Both 
Photoshop and Angiulo are directed toward software for creating web photo galleries. It 
would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to 
combine the web photo gallery generation method of Angiulo having drag and drop and 
advanced editing functionality, with the automated method for generating a photo album 
page taught by Photoshop, in order to provide the additional flexibility of editing and 
modifying the photo gallery after it had been generated (col. 20, 1. 4-36). 

Response to Arguments 

11. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 16-20, 22, 24-28, and 30-37 have 
been considered but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. The new 
grounds of rejection includes the Photoshop reference and the Greidinger and Angiulo 
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patents, which are being relied upon to teach the newly claimed limitations of amended 
independent claims 16 and 24, and their respective dependent claims. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Amelia Rutledge whose telephone number is 571-272- 
7508. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday 9:30 - 6:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Heather Herndon can be reached on 571-272-4136. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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